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McCONNELL DOWELL WINS THE 

2017 AUSTRALIAN CONSTRUCTION ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

At a glittering event tonight attended by the cream of the construction industry in Australia 
McConnell Dowell Constructors (Aust) Pty Ltd was named as the winner of the 2017 
Australian Construction Achievement Award for its Melbourne Port Capacity Project – 
Maritime Works. 
 
The Australian Construction Achievement Award is promoted by the Australian Constructors 
Association (ACA) and Engineers Australia, and is the peak annual award for the major 
players in Australia’s construction industry.  
 
The award is fiercely contested by the largest construction and engineering businesses 
operating in Australia whose projects must first qualify to be finalists and then submit to the 
most rigorous assessment by a panel of experts. 
 
Commenting on the announcement of the winner, ACA President John Flecker said that the 
winning project, by constructor McConnell Dowell, showcases the highly innovative solutions 
that constructors develop to overcome the technically challenging issues associated with 
today’s mega projects. 
 
John McIntosh, National President of Engineers Australia, praised the quality of the 6 
finalists and said they highlighted the exceptional expertise of construction and engineering 
experts in the design and implementation of major commercial and infrastructure projects. 
 
The Chair of the Judging Panel, Mr Peter Godfrey said of the winner: 
 
“The maritime package had to be completed adjacent to other major construction activities 
and a working port. The Webb Dock East component was complex and multi-faceted, 
requiring high levels of coordination with an operational dock, undertaken within a 
constricted and busy footprint.” 
 
Mr Godfrey added that completing Webb Dock West required great leadership from both the 
contractor and the client side to cooperatively overcome significant geotechnical challenges. 
 
“Technical research, combined with high levels of engineering and construction expertise, 
delivered excellent solutions for temporary works, safe working practices, environmental 
controls and durable infrastructure. This project was well designed, planned and executed 
and, whenever a problem was encountered, a strong team focus delivered solutions that 
overcame these challenges”. 
 
 
 



 

 

The other finalists were: - 
 
• 161 Sussex Street Redevelopment, Sydney NSW – Multiplex Constructions Pty Ltd 
 
• Aubin Grove Train Station & Russell Road Upgrade, Perth WA - Georgiou Group 
 
• International Convention Centre (ICC), Sydney NSW – Lendlease 
 
• The EY Centre 200 George Street, Sydney NSW – Mirvac Group 
 
• Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre (VCCC), Melbourne VIC – Grocon PCL JV 
 
Full details of the winner and finalists, including photos of the projects and other 
information are available at: www.acaa.net.au 
 
Enquiries:  ACA - Lindsay Le Compte 0417 481 500 

e: lindsay.lecompte@constructors.com.au 
 

  Engineers Australia – Catherine Garrett 0467 003 866 
  e: cgarrett@engineersaustralia.org.au  
 
The ACA is the peak industry body representing leading construction companies while Engineers 
Australia represents the engineering profession that is responsible along with the constructors for the 
design and delivery of Australia’s major infrastructure projects. 
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